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literature. We doubt very much whether the general practitioner will 
find that a work on a subject of practice or remedial law, which is not 
confined to a discussion of his own State statutes and decisions, but is 
rather an attempt to digest all the statutes and decisions in the different 
States of the Union, can ever be of great use. Take, for instance, the 
lawyer of a particular State. So far as cases on ejectment in other States 
illustrate general principles of the action applicable to ejectment in his 
own State they are useful to him, but concerning the statutes and par- 
ticular decisions of other States, for our part we do not believe that he 
desires to confuse and burden his mind with them. 

W. D. L. 



United States Courts of Appeals Reports. Vol. IV. Cases 
Adjudged in the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the 
Eighth Circuit for October Term, 1891. Samuel A. Blatch- 
ford, Reporter. New York and Albany: Banks & Brothers, Law 
Publishers, 1893. 

United States Circuit Courts of Appeals Reports, containing 
the Cases Determined in all the Circuits from the Organization of the 
Courts. Fully reported with numerous Annotations, by Members of 
the Editorial Staff of the National Reporter System. Volume I. 
St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1892. 

A Comparison. 

Some time since we received from the West Publishing Co., the 
firm whose energy and enterprise has given so many reports to the pro- 
fession, the first volume of the United States Circuit Courts of Appeal 
Reports. In order that we might compare the same for the benefit of our 
readers with the official edition, published by Banks & Brothers, we have 
waited until the receipt of the first volume of Mr. Blatchford's reports. 
In the first place we want to say that, so far as we can judge, the work of 
reporting, both in the official edition and in that of the West Publishing 
Co., has been excellently done, though the fact that the official reports are 
the work of one man gives to these reports a unity of system which, 
perhaps, is necessarily lacking in those of the West Publishing Co. A 
comparison, therefore, must be one of the general make-up rather than one 
which deals with the merits of the reports as reports. 

As the difference in the titles indicates, each volume of the official 
edition contains all the cases reported in a single circuit ; as, for instance, 
the volume above contains cases in the Eighth Circuit, and in the Eighth 
Circuit only. Volume IV, which in the advance reports was devoted to 
the Eighth Circuit, is the first one completed. The West Publishing Co.'s 
reports, on the other hand, are cases published in the order of publication 
in the advance reports, each volume containing cases from all the Circuits. 
The general make-up of the official edition is best explained by saying 
that it is in every respect similar to the official reports of the United 
States Supreme Court. 

The type used in the West Publishing Co.'s reports is smaller and not 
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so heavily leaded. This is a disadvantage to the eye, but it enables about 
twice as much matter to appear in the 704 pages as in the 689 pages of the 
official reports. The West Publishing Co. state that their reports contain 
numerous annotations. The notes can hardly be said to be very 
numerous, but where a note is appended to a case it will be found 
of considerable value. The official reports contain something which 
all reports not of those of courts of last resort should contain, and 
that is a list of the cases in the volume, and in the subsequent volume 
covering the Circuit, which have been reviewed, or which it has been 
sought to have reviewed, by the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
a short statement of what was done with the case in that court, and a 
reference to the page and volume of the Supreme Court reports on which 
the case can be found. There is also a table of cases in which petitions 
for a rehearing have been filed, and the disposition made of the same by 
the Court. The syllabi are somewhat more exhaustive and full in the 
official reports than those of the West Publishing Co. In those cases in 
which we have compared and examined the statement of the case and the 
extracts from the argument of counsel the amount of matter has been 
about the same in both reports. This was rather a surprise to us, as we 
had understood that the statement of the case, etc., was somewhat fuller in 
the official reports. We presume, however, that the West Publishing Co. 
has seen the mistake which it makes in the Federal Reporter in cutting the 
statement and almost invariably omitting the argument of counsel. The 
official reports contain a table of statutes cited in the opinion. As the 
syllabi are transferred to the index, and the index of the official reports 
also contains cases followed and applied, cases overruled, besides an 
elaborate index of the rules of court, the index is much more elaborate 
than in the volume of the West Publishing Co. Both reports contain the 
rules of court. The rules in the official reports, however, are not annotated. 
The official edition contains the minutes of the court in the proceedings at 
its organization, and what makes the volume complete, cases not otherwise 
reported, and a list of cases dismissed under Rules 16, 20 and 22. 

The Bar in the United States is very fortunate in having the privilege 
of choosing between two such excellent works. Mr. Blatchford 
deserves all praise for the great care which has been displayed in the pre- 
paration of his reports, and the time which has evidently been spent in 
making the volume as complete as possible. We cannot close this notice 
without at the same time calling attention to the energy of the West Pub- 
lishing Co., which has placed in the hands of the profession such a com- 
plete system of reports, and to whose stimulating competition we owe the 
very marked improvement which has taken place in nearly all official 
reporting. W. D. L. 



The Principles of the American Law of Contracts at Law 
and in Equity. By John D. Lawson, D.C.L., LL.D. St. Louis : 
The F. H. Thomas Law Book Co., 1893. 

The purpose of Dr. Lawson's book is to write a distinctively Ameri- 
can work on the principles of contracts, with a view to the necessity of 



